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safeguarDing chilDren in 2017

in reaching out to the young people in your community, in providing them with services and
in harnessing the seemingly boundless energy of youth, your parish or community council is
doing a wonderful thing.  the youngsters are entertained or taught or guided and their time

and their energies are usefully occupied for the general benefit of all.  But young people
(under the age of 18) are by definition also vulnerable people; their youth and inexperience
require protection as well as nurture.  Local councils which engage with youth must also
engage with the latest thinking on the safeguarding of children.

the safeguarding vulnerable groups act 2006 applies in both england and wales and it
requires the government’s disclosure and Barring service (“dBs”) to maintain a list of persons
barred from working with children.1

Who needs a DBS Check?
the key test is whether or not the adult is engaged in a “regulated activity”.  a dfe
document2, “regulated activity in relation to children: scope”, helpfully explains:

            the… definition of regulated activity (i.e. work that a barred person must not do) in 
            relation to children comprises, in summary:
                 (i). unsupervised activities: teach, train, instruct, care for or supervise children, or 
                 provide advice/guidance on well-being, or drive a vehicle only for children;
                 (ii). work for a limited range of… specified places, with opportunity for contact: 
                 e.g. schools, children’s homes, childcare premises.  not work by supervised 
                 volunteers;
            [but] work under (i) or (ii) is regulated activity only if done regularly: “regularly” is 
            defined in detail… [in the document “regulated activity in relation to children”].

if your council is organising activities for children under 18, you will need to decide whether
any of the adults involved will thereby undertake a “regulated activity”.  if so, they will need a
dBs check before they start.  But you will find that most parish council events do not involve
adults in any “regulated activity”.  so, for example, if the leader of the event is dBs checked
and he or she supervises all of the other adults in the group, that is enough.  if the children all
turn up with their parents and the parents stay to watch, that is enough.  if in doubt about
whether or not your council should request a dBs check for an individual, the dBs webpages
provide guidance and an online questionnaire to help you.3

the emphasis is on risk assessment these days and it is important to remember that a dBs
check will not tell you whether or not a person is a child abuser; all it will tell you is whether

1 There is also a list of those barred from working with
vulnerable adults.
2 2012: readily available via an online search by the
document’s name.-
3 The Disclosure and Barring Service pages are part of the ‘
www.gov.uk ‘ website, see, for instance:
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/disclosure-
and-barring-service/about.  The DBS guide to eligibility,
v8.1 (April 2016) is available on the website in English and
in Welsh.

34 clerkth
e

magaZine
www.slcc.co.uk      January 2017

he or she is on the Barred List.  People who
have never been caught, people who have
offended abroad and people offending for
the first time will not usually be on the
Barred List.

What should I do if I suspect abuse?
abuse can take different forms: it may, for
example, be sexual, physical or emotional,
or a combination of these types of abuse.  if
you have legitimate suspicions about an
adult working with children, or if a youngster
tells you that he or she has been abused,
you must refer the matter to the police or to
the Lado (Local authority designated
officer) at your local children’s services
department.  they will know what to do. 

if the alleged abuser is a child abusing
another child, you must tread particularly
carefully.  always seek the expert advice of
your local Lado. 

In conclusion
your council must take its safeguarding
duty seriously, but it is also important to
remember that the vast majority of adults
who work with young people do so with
the very best of intentions for the well-
being, care and development of those
young people, and, as we said above, local
council youth services can be very
beneficial for the whole community.


